Happy November!

Can you believe the first quarter
is behind us? What a joy it was
to see and sign such wonderful
report cards! It is evident that the
students and teachers are work-
ing hard.

Great things are happening in
the classrooms. The 4th and 5th
graders participated in a pumpkin
project which involved stations

The holiday season is upon
us, and this is an exciting time for
our children and for us, as par-
ents. We look forward to Thanks-
giving and Christmas as time
with family and friends to enjoy
festivities and traditions. While |
often get caught up in my daily
life of work, school, and the de-
mands of Adam's schedule, this
time of year always causes me to
pause and count my many bless-
ings. One such blessing is that
we found this school for
Adam. St. Agnes is welcoming,
nurturing, pleasant, and enjoy-
able. It has provided a wonderful
education, and there is energy,
both from the students and our
principal and faculty. | am par-
ticularly thankful that my child --
and | -- are part of this commu-
nity.

One way that St. Agnes'
truly special character shines
was evident by the sheer number
of people who both helped and
attended the Halloween festivi-
ties. Terri Moore Imani and the
Homeroom Parents kicked off
the school year's first holiday
event with a bang, and it always
amazes me how many parents
come to watch our parade of
children or how many volunteer
in our classrooms. And, the St.
Agnes PTO has a number of
events planned this month to

challenging them to weigh, pre-
dict, find circumferences, and
learn assorted facts about pump-
kins and jack-o-lanterns. The 3rd
graders turned their gourds into
saints reflecting their life goals,
while 2nd graders wrote wonder-
ful poems about pumpkins. The
1st graders are reading and writ-
ing “up a storm.” The kinder-
garteners wrote great stories with
their buddies, and the pre-

help further enhance our chil-
dren's school experience. For
example, the PTO would like to
do something fun for the chil-
dren, so we will bring back Pop-
corn Fridays this month. On
Friday, November 13, please
send 25 cents ($ 0.25) to school
with your child -- or have him or
her take a quarter from the piggy
bank -- to buy popcorn at the end
of the school day. This is just
something fun we would like to
do for them. If you have had a
student at St. Agnes for a couple
of years, you will remember this
tradition, and the children abso-
lutely love it!

The Fall Book Fair also is
scheduled for the week of No-
vember 16 in the school li-
brary. This is a great opportunity
to do some early Christmas
shopping for your budding read-
ers, but we still need volunteers
for set-up and to work the
Fair. Please let me know if you
are interested in helping. On
Monday, November 16, we will
host our first PTO meeting of the
year at 6:30 p.m. in the school
gym. It will only be one hour, and
the Book Fair will be open before
and after the meeting. Please
mark your calendars and plan to
attend. This is a great opportu-
nity to hear a speaker briefly
address a topic of interest to

schoolers learned about fire
safety and enjoyed a trip to Capi-
tol Market. Whew!

In this month of giving thanks, let
us all be aware of our many
blessings. As Mrs. Gilmore often
says, "God is Good!"

Warmly,

raising children in today's world
and to meet and get to know
other St. Agnes parents.

Then, on Thursday, Novem-
ber 19, we will host our first
"Muffins with Moms" during drop-
off in the morning. Our "Donuts
with Dads", which the PTO
hosted last month, was a huge
hit among both the children and
the dads.It was a great way to
kick off the morning -- and we
have received rave reviews. Rest
assured, we will do this again,
but Momes, this is your turn, so
don't miss it! These activities are
designed to help you better con-
nect with our school commu-
nity.

Just last week after drop-off,
| spent a half hour visiting with
another mom in the parking
lot. Much of our conversation
focused on what a very unique
and special place St. Agnes is
and how very thankful we and
our children are to be part of
it. Please connect -- it will be
worth it!

Many Blessings to all of
you,

PTO President,
Mother of Adam, Grade 4




Have a doctor’s appointment, some holiday errands, or important chores that require your full attention? The Saint Agnes
Early Childhood Development Center is now offering “drop in” care for children birth to four years of age, based on space
availability. In other words, no long-term registration is required!

Also new to the program is an “Infant Room!” If you, or something you know, is expecting a baby, consider getting on the
waiting list NOW in advance of your blessed event.

Under new administration by Sharon Bowles, who has 31 years of child care experience and was formally Director of the
Learn & Play Center, a program of United Way, our Early Childhood Development Center staff also includes 6 additional
staff with a combined total of 99 years of experience in child care. Each teacher has her CDS (Child Development Special-
ist) certification. The Saint Agnes Early Childhood Development Center welcomes your inquires. There are currently open-
ings in the Little Bears, T2, and the Big Bears, T3 &T4. Drop-In and Part-Time openings are also available. Call 925-4579 or
stop in today and meet Ms. Sharon for more information!

Who do you know that owns or
manages a business? A restau-
rant? A salon? A travel agency? A
spa? A bookstore? A clothing
shop? A gift shop? A hotel? An art
store? A toy store? A children’s
boutique?

The 2010 Gala committee is seek-
ing tax deductible donated items

and gift certificates from area mer-
chants that can be used as part of

the silent and live auctions on Friday
February 5, 2010 during the Gala. Need
help with starting the conversation?
Send a note via backpack mail or con-
tact Mia Moran-Cooper at 304-925-4341
or MMoranCooper@stagneswv.org or
925-4341 by November 16th for an auc-
tion donation request letter and submis-
sion form!
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Easy Online Holiday Shopping With Scrip
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Have you made your Fall contribu-
tion to the Fund for Excellence? A
brochure was recently sent home
via backpack mail describing the
FFE. Basically, the Fund was es-
tablished as a way of supplement-
ing teacher salaries, trying to
bridge the pay gap between public
and private schools. Funds are
solicited in the Fall and the Spring.

Remember to use SCRIP for all of your shopping
needs! Stock up now for all of your FALL and EARLY
Holiday shopping.

If you haven't already done so,
please send your contribution in
now. If you need another bro-
chure, please notify the office.

The Fall SCRIP competition is underway. The
classroom with the highest percentage of sales
per student will win a Pizza Party and gift cards
for the classroom

And remember to refill your

Qoger card!




/0"1 &

Efforts to raise funds for capital improvements are un-
derway. Our next project will be renovations to the
boys and girls second floor restrooms.

The first benefit, A Night at the Museum, will be hosted
Saturday, November 21% by Saint Agnes parents
Melissa and David Hunt at their residence, the former
Sunrise Art Museum. The Hunts have beautifully reno-
vated the old museum and have generously (and cou-
rageously) opened their home to you, your friends,
your co-workers, and more.

This one-of-a-kind event will be “flush” with excitement
for all' After you “sink” your teeth into fine cheeses and
gourmet desserts by Cakewalk, you can “wash” it all
down with a variety of wines and beers offered cour-
tesy of Ziggy’s Wine Shop located at 3414 Staunton
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We have scheduled two
dress-down days
(uniform holidays) for the
remainder of November.
The first will be Friday,
November 13th. This is a
Bountiful Thanksgiving
Harvest “paid” uniform
holiday.

200 families were regis-
tered for the baskets.
Saint Agnes students are
asked to bring dried stuff-
ing/dressing mix and /or
boxes of baking mix
(such as Bisquick®).
During this season of
Thanksgiving, we hope
that you will be extra
generous, and provide
more than one item as
the students “earn” their
dress-down day.

The Outreach Center is
preparing Thanksgiving
baskets for needy fami-
lies. At last count, almost

Avenue in Kanawha City, beside KFC.

Also “on the drawing board” will be about 50 pieces of art
for auction. The artwork, by a few up-and-coming artists
as well as many of the area’s most recognized profes-
sionals, includes pieces of all sizes and for all budgets -
photography, water colors, oils, acrylics, mixed media,
and more. Invite a friend who likes art. He or she might
go home with a real prize that won't “drain” the wallet!

Whether you join us in spirit by making a charitable dona-
tion to the restroom project or you come out on Novem-
ber 21% for an evening of fun, fellowship, and networking,
thank you for helping us get a good “handle” on the start
of this important project!

The second “paid” uni-
form holiday will be
Wednesday, November
25, our last day before
the Thanksgiving break.
The students may
“earn” the dress-down
day by bringing cereal,
either hot or cold.

We appreciate your
generosity in helping
those less fortunate!
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Read AroUﬂd the World!

The fall Scholastic Book Fair
is scheduled for the week of
November 16-20. It will be

Q)en 8:00-3:00 daily, Monday

—Thursday, and 8:00 to
noon on Friday. On Mon-
day and Wednesday, stu-
dents will be allowed to
preview the selections so
they will know what they
want to purchase. They
will then purchase their
items during Library/
Computer time on Tues-
day and Thursday. Last
minute purchases may be
made on Friday morning
before the Fair closes.

Parents are welcome any-
time. This is a chance to

do some secret shopping
for Christmas. For your
convenience, the Book Fair
will be open 30 minutes
before the PTO Meeting on
Nov. 16, and will remain
open for a short while fol-
lowing the meeting. Moms
will have another opportu-
nity to shop after Muffins
with Moms. on Thursday,
Nov. 19.

Volunteers are still needed.
If you haven't yet done so,
please return your volun-
teer sheet, or call Jackie

Kay @ 304-342-2748.

In conjunction with the
Book Fair, we will be col-
lecting change for an effort
called One for Books. All
the money collected will
stay in the school for the
Library. The amount col-
lected will be matched dol-
lar for dollar by Scholastic
as a charitable donation in
the school’'s name. A
“bucket” for the donations
will be available during the
Book Fair at the check-out
desk.
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%s 5 Dates to Remember:
Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day. No School. No ASC

4801 Staunton Ave. SE , . .
Charleston, WV 25304 12 Husson’s Pizza Night, 4:00-9:00

Phone: 304-925-4341 13 Picture Make-Up/Re-Take Day, 1:30
Fax: 304-9254423 Thanksgiving Harvest Paid Uniform Holiday
E-mail: toleary@stagneswv.org Pop Corn Day ($0.25)

Scholastic Book Fair

6 HIN1 Immunizations at the school in the afternoon
PTO Meeting, 6:30-7:30. (Book Fair Open Before
If you have not yet had Virtus and After)

Training, and wish to volunteer in
the school, please consider the Muffins with Moms at Drop-Off. (Book Fair Open)
next trainings in our area: AEP Read-To-Me, Grades 1 & 2, 8:30

Mon. Nov. 16, at Sacred heart Night at the Museum Art Auction, 7:30-10:00

in Charleston. Dismiss at Noon for Thanksgiving Holiday
“Paid” Uniform Holiday
No ASC

Both trainings will start at 6:00 Thanksgiving Holiday

p.m., and you must pre-register on 29 Advent Begins
-line at www.virtusonline.org

Tues. Nov. 19, at Blessed
Sacrament in So. Charleston.

30 Advent Prayers, in Gym, 8:10

Looking Ahead:

Christmas Pageant, Dec. 17
Dismiss at Noon for Christmas Break, Dec. 18 (No ASC)
Christmas Break, Dec. 21
School Resumes, Jan. 4 —»

Husson's Pizza nightb"\’:“ Catholic Schools Week, Jan. 31-Feb. 5.
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be Thursday, Novem

12, 4:00-9:00 Mark Your Calendar:
Gala: Dinner Dance, and Auction, Friday, Feb. 10,2 010

Keen those The Fall PTO Meeting Is
BoxpTops com- Scheduled for Monday,
ing! Our goal is Nov. 16, 2009, 6:30-7:30.

2 BoxX Tops per In addition to business

No more shorts until student per week. They are

the spring. If your child
wants to wear shorts
for P.E., he/she
should wear navy blue
sweats over the shorts
and remove the sweats
only for P.E. (Shorts
are not required under
the sweat pants.)

due each Friday. Thanks to all matters, there will be a

of you who collect & send them short program. The Book

n. Fair will be open before
and after the meeting.

H1N1 vaccinations are scheduled for the afternoon of Monday, November
16. Every student MUST have a signed permission form indicating whether
or not the parents consent for the child to have the vaccination.




